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Synopsis

Even as a pup, Davy Crockett "always delighted to be in the very thickest of danger." In his own
inimitable style, he describes his earliest days in Tennessee, his two marriages, his career as an
Indian fighter, his bear hunts, and his electioneering. His reputation as a b’ar hunter (he killed 105 in
one season) sent him to Congress, and he was voted in and out as the price of cotton (and his
relations with the Jacksonians) rose and fell. In 1834, when this autobiography appeared, Davy
Crockett was already a folk hero with an eye on the White House. But a year later he would lose his

seat in Congress and turn toward Texas and, ultimately, the Alamo.
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Customer Reviews

David Crockett found himself to have become mythologized in his own lifetime. Every indication is
that he arrived at this place accidentally, but that once he recognized his own pop-culture status he
took advantage of it and nurtured it at every turn. His Narrative, therefore, must be read with a
certain amount of skepticism nevertheless it is still valuable as an historical record.The narrative is a
journey from start to finish; true Homeric stuff. He describes his journey into adulthood in pre-Mark
Twain style, then his journey as an adventurer in the military, his journey across the state of
Tennessee with his family, and finally his journey into politics. There may be many embellishments
within his narrative, but considering the period in which it was written (while he contemplated a
much larger political career) the topics he chose to describe actually seem prosaic and understated,
as if he were deliberately trying to avoid bragging about himself. In this light, perhaps the Narrative

is more accurate than is generally assumed. The Narrative may have been ghost-written by



someone else, but there is enough Crockett in it to give it legitimacy. His jabs at Andrew Jackson
are quaintly hilarious, but they are also true. In this pre-Alamo period of his life, his willingness to
take a stand against Jackson might be the bravest thing he ever did.Lastly, the language itself is
fascinating. The Narrative may be laced with over-the-top phrases such as, "knocked his trotters out
from under him", but at the same time he writes, "if a fellow is born to be hung, he will never be

drowned...
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